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SECRETARYôS SCRIBBLINGS  
As the Christmas and New Year celebrations 

fade away into the distance, after all the re-

viewing of the past year, it is now time to 

look forward to the new season.   

A final word on the past year; many thanks to 

everyone who has taken part in any of the 

2009 club events in any way.  Particular 

thanks to those who took the trouble to or-

ganise an event, such as a club run, but also 

thanks to everyone who took part in any of 

the events. 

The club AGM has come and gone, and with 

the committee in place again, various events 

are already well planned for 2010. 

I wonôt dwell again on the weather, but fol-

lowing two fairly poor summers, followed by 

the coldest winter for about thirty years, at 

least one good thing is that we have had a 

brief respite from the daily (hourly) bombard-

ment about global warming!  The óexpertsô 

have gone a bit quiet for the moment, but no 

doubt they will reappear as soon as the tem-

perature rises above about 2 degrees. 

I just hope that we may have a reasonable 

summer this year; it would make a welcome 

change. 

At risk of becoming boring, please could I 

ask yet again for some contributions for the 

newsletter.  It would be great if I could re-

ceive just the occasional letter, preferably on 

any contentious item.  Your experiences with 

anything relevant to the car would be most 

welcome.  Have you tried any of the modifi-

cations available for the MGB, for example.  

If so, did it work? Was it a waste of money? 

Have you had particularly good (or bad)

service from a particular supplier? 

Any of these types of comments would be 

most interesting, and liven up the newsletter 

no end. 

And so may I conclude by wishing everyone 

a really good and enjoyable new season of 

MGing. 

 

THE CLUB AGM  
At the AGM, I made the point that in the 

spirit of openness, all of the minutes of club 

committee meetings are published in full on 

the club website, as are the minutes of the 

AGM.  They are all to be found in the 

óMembersô Areaô on the website. 

For that reason, I will not take up space in the 

newsletter with a very full account of the 

meeting, but just the main points. 

MG owners fall on hard times: the trampsô supper, 

  

Poor Graham and Cynth, down and (nearly) out 

One-eyed Lay plus trampovitch 
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Both myself and our chairman, Steve Gwilt, 

did a brief review of what had been, for the 

club, a very successful year.  We, as a club, 

attended more events than ever, and by and 

large, they were all very enjoyable. 

 

The election of the committee for 2010 was 

rather unexciting, as there were no new nomi-

nations for the committee, and all of the 2009 

members had agreed to stand again for an-

other year.  This being so, there was a lack of 

drama, and the committee sails on into the 

new year unchanged.  The good point of this 

is, of course, continuity; everyone is now 

pretty well aware of the requirements of their 

jobs, and a bit of experience is a good thing. 

On the other hand, an unchanged committee 

can mean a lack of fresh ideas.  With this 

in mind, please remember that committee 

meetings are held regularly on the first 

\Monday of every month (unless it hap-

pens to be a bank holiday).   

 

If you have anything that you would like 

raising at a meeting, all you have to do is 

contact one of the committee members 

before the next meeting and ask them to 

raise the matter on your behalf.  It could 

be a criticism, a comment or a new idea 

for a run etc., but any contribution is wel-

come. 

  

The Committee: 

Chairman:  Steve Gwilt 

Secretary:   Alan Heeley 

Webmaster: Steve Moore 

Treasurer:  Dave Barton 

Membership sec. Stuart Lay 

Events sec.  Nigel Preston 

Regalia sec. June Rogers 

Archivist:  Pete Walker 

 

Thanks to all who took the trouble to attend 

the meeting.  There were 37 of us at the meet-

ing, which, as a proportion of the total mem-

bership, was not bad. 

 

The minutes of the meeting, along 

with all committee minutes are avail-

able in the members area on the 

website. 

 

THE ASCOT TAVERN  
Just a word about the January club meetings.  

Both took place in Arctic weather, and the 

heating system at the Ascot had failed, and 

also the flat roof had developed a leak   

Heating was provided by a slightly modified 

Rolls-Royce RB-211 jet engine borrowed 

from a passing jumbo-jet, which blew my 

toupee away, and also nearly set fire to Gra-

ham Cherryôs hair!  This type of heater is 

rather violent, and if on for a few minutes 

quickly raises the temperature to cooking 

point, but if turned off, the temperature drops 

rather rapidly. 

I am informed that this state of affairs will 

not last for long, but the heating system 

needed a replacement part which had been 

difficult to obtain. 

COMING ATTRACTIONS  
The second ordinary club meeting of Febru-

ary, on Wednesday the 24th. February,  will 

feature a visit from a representative from 

AUTOGLYM.   
We had a similar event quite some time ago, 

and it was very interesting.  Steve Gwilt has 

arranged this repeat visit, and it is hoped that 

as many as possible will manage to attend.  

As you probably know, apart from polish,  

Autoglym produce a range of car-care prod-

ucts such as chrome and metal polishes, glass

-cleaning products etc.  The range seems to 

be constantly increasing in scope, and they 

now provide a product for every imaginable 

need. 

More victims of the recession, Tony and Sue Moseley  

(with MG to support! 
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Please come along in your thousands on that 

evening and support this event, and also be 

prepared to buy some of the excellent prod-

ucts on offer (hopefully at discounted prices). 

 

On Sunday the 21st February the Stoneleigh 

International MG Show will take place.  For 

anyone who has not been to this, it is the 

ideal place for purchasing any MG parts for 

the winter refit. 

A lot of the well-known MG suppliers will be 

there, plus the MG Owners Club, with a stand 

laden with tempting regalia and books. 

South Staffs will have a stand, and this year it 

seems that we will have space for just three 

cars.  At the time of writing, these are 

likely to be the MGA of Chris and Ruth 

Austin, the MGBGT of our treasurer 

Dave Barton, and to represent the ónewô 

MGs, the 2009 MGTF of Gordon Green 

It was quite interesting at last yearôs 

show, considering that restoration and 

parts play such a large part in the show, 

that the MGF of John Taylor seemed to 

be surrounded by a crowd of people for 

most of the day. It created a lot of inter-

est, and it is confidently expected that 

the same will happen with the TF this 

year.  We will see. 

Apart from spending your money, please 

come to the show and spend a bit of time 

on our stand.  It is a social occasion as 

well.  

 

The next extravaganza will take place at the 

first club meeting in March, which will be on 

Wednesday the 10th March. 
Those of you who are members of the MG 

Owners Club (I hope that is almost everyone) 

will have seen technical articles written by 

Roger Parker.  Recent offerings from him 

have been an interesting and useful article on 

improving the efficiency of the notoriously 

useless heater of the MGB, and in the latest 

óEnjoying MGô,  a thought-provoking article 

on the possible future course of MG under 

the Chinese ownership. 

Roger will be giving us a talk at the meeting, 

which I can say confidently will be full of 

interest for everyone. 

Please, again support this meeting, and come 

along, in your thousands, and preferably turn 

up a little earlier than usual.  The talk will not 

be unduly long, but it would be only fair to 

Roger to óget the show on the roadô reasona-

bly early. 

There should be ample time for you to put 

questions to Roger on any of those technical 

aspects of your car.  It will be good to have 

the company of an MG expert who is interna-

tionally known for his wealth of experience 

in all aspects of MG cars.                                 

That takes us on to the middle of March.   

Looking through the binoculars into the fur-

ther distance, there are a couple of other 

items to mention: 

 

MGs IN THE TREES 2010 
As you are no doubt already well aware, the 

date for this yearôs event is Sunday the 13th 

June.  Please, if you have not already done 

so, make a note in you diary. 

The state of play at the moment is that we 

have our main sponsor lined up, our friend 

Paul Depper, which has generously decided 

to support the event..  

We have also, after a club meeting last year 

at which those present could state their pref-

erences, our nominated charity, the very wor-

thy County Air Ambulance. 

Each year after the initial one, we have made 

a point of sending out entry forms to anyone 

who took part in previous years events.  The 

timing of this is a bit tricky.  Send them out 

too soon, and they risk being put away 

Is there no end to this rogues gallery of scruffbags? 

Pete  and Geoff in their Sunday best 


