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SECRETARYôS SCRIBBLINGS 
So MGôs in the Trees has come and gone for 

another year.  After all of the months of talk-

ing and planning the actual event seems to 

last an amazingly short time.  I have no doubt 

that it was an outstanding success again this 

year, despite the fact that the total number of 

entrants was slightly down this year.    

One reason for that was undoubtedly that the 

date clashed with the Cotswold Run.  This 

was very unfortunate; the dates of that run, 

and óThe Treesô both had to be changed at 

some stage for varying reasons, and ended up 

by chance clashing with each other.  We will 

have to try to liase better for next year. 

Looking at the comments on the visitors book 

on our website, the comments are universally 

complimentary, and it seems that a really 

good time was enjoyed by all of the entrants.  

To sum up the general feelings of those who 

came as our guests, I could do no better than 

to reproduce an email received just after the 

event.  I think it just about says everything: 

 
FAO Steve Gwilt and the Team  

(copy to Roy Clarke)  

 

                                  

Just wanted to let you know what 

an enjoyable day we had yesterday 

on the Chase. It was a first "in 

the Trees"   and was by far the 

best event we have been to in a 

very long time. Yes, of course 

the weather made a significant 

difference but what was particu-

larly noticeable was the genuine 

welcome we received on arrival, 

the friendliness of everyone in-

volved and a real sense of con-

cern that we had had an enjoyable 

time.  

The whole event was well and pro-

fessionally organised with a good  

itinerary. I can only imagine the 

enormous amount of hard work that  

goes into organising such an 

event and I would be grateful if you 

would  

pass our thanks to everyone involved 

for making it such a great day. I  

hope that the generosity of those 

attending enables the club to exceed  

last year's donation to such a wor-

thy charity.  

My only disappointment is that I'm 

not local enough to have SSMGOC as  

my club !  

Regards  

Chris and Jude Catlin  

(Entrant 140)  

 

I spent quite a long time at the Finish Line, 

where the cars were returning from their road 

runs, and was very pleased to see the broad 

smiles on their faces, and hear how much 

they had enjoyed the very well-planned runs.  

A big thank-you here to Graham and Cynth 

Cherry, for their faultless Tulip route, and an 

excellent half-way stop. (I did the ócheckingô 

run just a few days before the event, mainly 

to see if the local authority had decided to 

close off any of the roads, and to check the 

route and mileages.  A waste of time for the 

latter, because Graham and Cynth had 

planned it accurately to within about 100 me-

tres, as usual!). 

MGôS IN THE TREES 2009  A SUPERB SUCCESS 



 

Page 2 

 

On the day itself, it was a great team effort, 

and no-one complained about having to ap-

pear at Cannock Chase at 06.30h on a Sunday 

morning.  Thanks to everybody.  It would, as 

they say, be invidious to pick out any indi-

viduals, but special mention has to be made 

to those who cooked the mountain of bacon 

and burgers (Stan cut a bit of a dash in his 

outfit!). 

Finally, at the risk of SSMGOC being 

branded a mutual appreciation society, men-

tion must be made of the heroic efforts of 

Steve and Elaine.  The months of careful 

planning really paid off.  There are details 

that hardly anyone knows about, all of which 

have to be arranged; none of it just happens!  

Sincere thanks from us all, Steve and Elaine.   

 

 

 

 

And so to other recent (and not so recent) 

events.  You will recall that the last newslet-

ter was pretty crammed, and there was not 

sufficient space for everything, so here are  

some reports on past events, some of which 

now seem to be a long time ago. 
 

THROUGH THE CHAIR      

by Steve Gwilt 

Another in a series of articles on points of 

motoring law 

 

Park in the dark. Is it OK?  

 

Do you remember those strange little battery 

operated parking lights that clipped on the top 

of the drivers window? They provided a dim 

light throughout the night, whilst the car was 

parked on the road, without draining the car 

battery. I used to eagerly run out at dusk and 

fit one onto my Granddads Humber before it 

went dark. Iôm sure some of you are old 

enough to have fitted them to your own cars, 

but can you remember why they went out of 

fashion? 

 

Simply, in the late 1960s it was recognised 

that street lighting had greatly improved and 

that cars could safely be parked at night with-

out lights. Regulations were relaxed and we 

were allowed to park on the road at night 

without lights. Of course it isnôt as simple as 

that and certain conditions should be met be-

fore leaving your unlit car at the side of the 

road. Driving around in the dark in recent 

years it is obvious that most people have no 

idea when and where they should light up 

before parking at night. 

 

Here is a brief summary of the requirements; 

 

 

 

 

Seen at the Kimber run, someone who lived locally taking home 
their purchase from the plant stall 

TREES IN THE MGôs ?? 
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The road must have street lights. 

The road must be 30mph or less. 

The car must be close to the kerb. 

The car must be facing the flow of traffic.(so 

that rear reflectors are illuminated by on com-

ing head lamps.) 

The car must not be within 10 metres (32feet) 

of any junction. 

The vehicle must not exceed 1525kg unladen 

weight. 

 

Due to modern policing priorities transgres-

sions are mostly ignored, so the requirements 

have been forgotten. However many years 

ago I was a young óPanda Driverô and 

worked for an Inspector who couldnôt live 

with the idea that we had nothing to do dur-

ing unusually quiet night duties. He used to 

send us out to ticket illegally parked cars. We 

used to complete a full book of tickets each 

within about an hour, and then have a good 

kip without fear of the Gaffers wrath. The 

hardest job was that of the switchboard op-

erator the following morning when people 

got up and found the fixed penalty tickets on 

their cars. The tickets were £2 then, 

but are £30 now. 

 

The old bugger has long since retired, 

and now passed onto that happy 

ónickô in the sky. But be aware the 

rules are still the same, and one night 

w h e n  t h e  l a d s  a r e  r e a l l y 

boredéééééyou never know!! 

 

What an interesting phraseðòdue to 

m o d e r n  p o l i c i n g  p r i o r i -

tieséé.ò (Ed.) 

 

EASTER SUNDAY RUN, 

12TH April 2009               

by Liz Preston 
 

 It was 8.45am at the Ascot Tavern. The 

weather was overcast but dry.  We were wait-

ing for the other parties to arrive. At 9.00 

oôclock  every one was there, it was discussed 

by the group  of 5 MGôs and 1 interloper  

ñporchò which way we should go to Chirk, 

when with great delight Graham stepped into 

the role to lead us on our way.  

Graham had decided that we should take the 

scenic route, through some beautiful country 

side like Penkridge, after a 2 hour journey we 

reached Chirk ,where we met up with the 

group that had stayed in Wales for the Easter 

weekend (A further 4 cars). As we drove up 

to Chirk Castle we reached the pearly gates 

and turned left, and drove into the grounds of 

a splendid looking castle.  Looks well worth a 

visit in the future. We had a chat and toilet 

stop before we started a next part of our jour-

ney. Stan and Di started us off on a route with 

10 cars in convoy as we headed off to Llan-

gollen. As they lead us we met with some 

small lanes, some roads that were a bit steep 

to say the least, it really gave our breaks a bit 

of a test.  Unfortunately we lost poor Geoff 

and Viv.  His poor MG midget could not take 

it with the traffic jam, and overheated, oiling 

a plug in protest. 

Graham and Cynthia went with Geoff straight 

up to horse shoe pass when Geoff had shown 

Viv how to clean his plugs of course. As the 

rest of us struggled up the incline to Worlds 

End with bumps and hardly any were to pass 

and being popular with the photographic pub-

lic. It was with great delight when we had 

arrived, but with disappointment that two cars 

had not made it.  

After we had a short break a quick bit to eat 

we started the descent, not all the same way 

back I am glad to say. As this was the last 

part of our journey we were heading to join 

our MG friends at the Horse Shoe Pass,  after 

a short drive of about 20mins we had arrived 

 

The happy Easter groupðweather looks fantastic 
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 to the delight of Viv who was starving (but 

she had been offered food but said she didnôt 

feel right taking someone elseôs food).  

We all sat down opposite the Ponderosa Café 

& gift shop. Fun was had by all and views 

were amazing.  We could even see the wind-

mills of Aberystwyth in the distance. After a 

well deserved rest by all at about 5.30 we 

took leave and made our journey home. As 

we drove the Horse Shoe Pass we could see 

the other MGôs driving round the pass in the 

distance, a trip that was enjoyed by all.  

A thank you for all those who contributed to 

a wonderful day out. 
 

 

The Royal Windsor 

MG Heritage Festival 

By Liz Preston 

 
It was 6.30am on the 25th April 2009 when 

we set off. The sun was shining, we met at 

the Bassettôs Pole with Chris and June, and 

Ian and Shirley. As Nigel took the helm we 

started off, and  at 7.15 we headed off to 

Gaydon as weather took a turn for the worse, 

so we made a stop for Ian to put the roof up  

(June and Chris braved the weather).  

As we arrived at Gaydon, it was 8.00a.m.,and 

the heavens opened up.  We collected our 

route paper and started off at 8.15am on the 

convoy run, Ian & Shirley and Stan & Di 

headed off on their scenic route to Windsor. 

(There were different routes depending on 

your entrance fee). Well we drove off and 

headed onto the Fosse Way, we headed to-

wards Shipston-on-Stour to Oxford passing 

Woodstock and Blenheim Palace. The coun-

tryside was beautiful and we passed many 

quaint villages. We were still heading to 

Windsor by way of Henley on Thames and 

over the river. After about around 90miles, 

and about 3hrs we had arrived. What a beau-

tiful sight!   We turned onto a long road were 

the grass was separated by a long, long road, 

some horse riders crossed in front of us. 

Well what a day! The sun was shining strong 

with a light breeze, we decided to do the walk 

to see the area were the cars were parked 

from the parade, but we were not allowed in 

until 1.30pm, so we went and looked through 

the gates to see the castle.  It was so big and 

the flag was flying high. We walked around 

into town and then walked back to the cars to 

have a bite to eat. 

After a while and our lunch we walked up to 

look around the cars starting from 1925 to the  

most modern, a wonderful assortment of 

MGôs to be seen.  

 

After we had seen enough we decided to take 

a walk around the shops, the town was bus-

tling with people it was hard to decide who 

were the foreigners, and who were the resi-

dents of Windsor. It was not long before we 

had a call to say the cars were leaving so we 

made the decision to return to the castle to 

watch the cars.  

We got back and met with Ian & Shirley and 

watched the remainder of the cars leaving 

Windsor. When they had all left we decided 

what to do next.  Ian & Shirley had arranged 

for all of us to stay in London over night so 

Ian took the lead as we made our way to the 

house, which was in Alperton, around 20 

miles from Windsor. We dropped our stuff 

off and had a wash, change of clothes.  

Ian made the decision to take us to London 

and show us Covent Garden, Piccadilly and 

Leicester Square. We ended up catching the 

tube Vivôs first experience (what an experi-

ence as you are shaken all over the place) of a 

train the tube was quite empty to start with 

but soon started to fill up with people stand-

ing. It took us about 45miutes. As we left the 

station and walked and looked at the sights 

we saw rickshaws, were we in China?  

We saw street entertainers which made us 

laugh these places were busy with crowds of 

people restaurants oozing with people we de-

cided to pop into a place for a meal called 

Noodles, the taste was wonderful.  Cream 

yoghurts, we just had to stop and try them. 

Mmmm, fantastic. We soon realised that we 

wanted to get back before the last tube.  

(Is this one ours?) 

We got back to the station got on the tube 

arriving back at about 11.30 pm and a quick 

cuppa and bed for all. All agreed that a great 

day and night had been had by all.  
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 The Journey Home 

At 8.00am we started to rise, put the kettle on 

washed and dressed and decide our journey 

back, but first of all breakfast, Ace café we 

are on our way (the famous bikers café). We 

have never had such a quick meal itôs there 

before you get chance to sit down. The bikes 

were phenomenal, out of this world.  We then 

made our way towards Oxford touching on  

some lovely villages and green, green country 

side with loads and loads of bluebells as far 

as you could see. One village had bread 50 

Kites in captivity (birds of prey). We saw 

several Red Kites flying high and diving for 

food.  

We headed on a bit further and went through 

Christmas Village, though it was not very 

Christmassy (wrong time of year). 

We stopped for a well deserved picnic and 

watched some more Kites. 

After a while we started on our journey back 

as we hit Abingdon the weather started to get 

cold and overcast so we all agreed we had 

seen enough and make our way straight 

home, so off we went. 

 

Special Thanks 
 To Ian & Shirley for organising accommoda-

tion for the night and a thank you to Viv for 

some great pictures. 

 

THE REGIONAL EVENT, 

RAF COSFORD, 17TH. MAY  
 

The Merry Month of May!!  Months of plan-

ning that preceded this event, with three 

meetings actually at Cosford.  All through 

this period, we hoped that the weather on the 

day itself would be reasonable.  As is so often 

the case, the weather had the last laugh.   

We set up the club gazebo in about a force 12 

gale; quite an interesting experience, with the 

whole thing taking on the personality of a 

large unwieldy hang-glider.  We decided to 

go for a space which was shielded by a large 

building.  This had the unfortunate effect that 

we did not get a lot of ópassing tradeô at our 

gazebo, but had we gone for a more open 

space, the whole thing could have probably 

taken off and ended in Milton Keynes, com-

plete with club members! 

Your secretary was on duty parking up the 

arriving cars, when it decided to start to rain, 

and this very quickly turned into a deluge.  

The gazebo then did its usual worst, and it 

appeared to be raining more heavily inside 

then outside!  It was then that we decided that 

the club will eventually buy a new gazebo, 

but this time something weatherproof, wind-

proof and generally much more substantial.  

This has not yet been done, but will be, as 

funds permit.  We simply must have some-

where to hide when the weather does its 

worst. 

There was a respite during the lunch break, 

and rather amazingly, we managed a quite 

civilised picnic, before the rain again came.  

It really was a terrible pity; there was a su-

perb display of nearly 200 MGôs of all types, 

but the whole event was wrecked by the 

weather.  It is difficult to study the finer de-

tails of cars, or have meaningful conversa-

tions with members of other clubs whilst be-

ing blown sideways and piddled upon from a 

great height! 

The planned prizegiving did not take place, 

as many had lost the will to live by then, and 

departed for home.   

 

There will be a sequel to this event; on Satur-

day  the 5th. September there will be an in-

formal gathering at Cosford, with a presenta-

tion to the Air Ambulance, and also a presen-

tation of the concours awards, to which eve-

rybody is invited.  Letôs hope for a more rea-

sonable bit of weather. 

 

 

The weather may not be good, but are we downhearted?? 

Brian and Margaret en route for Cosford 
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MOSELEY OLD HALL,  

SUNDAY 28TH. JUNE 2009 
The annual visit to this National Trust prop-

erty has become a fixture in the calendar of 

events.  The house itself is a most fascinating 

place to visit, and highly recommended for 

anyone who has never been there.  Its con-

nections with King Charles II and the after-

math of the Civil War are very interesting.   

There was a very good turnout this year, 

partly because the N.T. had publicised the 

presence of MGôs, and so at one time there 

were (I think) 21 cars on display. 

We wee able to welcome some new members 

and visitors on the day, and the vehicles 

ranged from a nice MG TD to the latest TF. 

If you didnôt manage this year, remember it 

for 2010. 

 

NEW MEMBERS  
Over the past few weeks, we have had what I 

think must be an unprecedented surge in new 

members.  The last time I asked for the total 

number of members, it was rapidly approach-

ing the 100 mark, and bear in mind that this 

is, in effect, the number of cars.  The number 

of people is nearly twice this number 

A WARM WELCOME TO ALL MEMBERS 

WHO HAVE JOINED IN THE LAST 

MONTH OR TWO. 

If I were organised (what a joke!), I would be 

able to welcome each individual member by 

name, but this was a task too far for this 

newsletter.  I will try to amend his for the 

next one. 

A frequently-asked question is, having just 

joined, what do I get in the way of member-

ship card etc. 

Maybe the time has come for us to do this, 

but bear in mind that everything like this 

takes time to produce, and also costs money.  

We have kept the annual subscription down 

to its present very low by keeping things as 

basic as possible, with no frills.   

Perhaps this is too basic in this case,  We will 

see what we can do to rectify the situation.  

Anyway, despite the lack of obvious evidence 

that you have joined, please for the moment 

accept that you are all very valued members, 

The new intake of members has increased the 

range of car models, and also thankfully re-

duced the average age of the membership! 

You may recall that some time ago I com-

mented that an important difference between 

MG clubs and other classic car clubs is that 

due to the continuity of production to newer 

models, there is always the chance of ónew 

bloodô, in the form of younger members, 

rather than a membership which, as a whole, 

is gradually ageing.  This, as far as I am con-

cerned, is great. 

 

CARS IN THE PARK,  

LICHFIELD,  
SUNDAY 5TH JULY  
Not being privy to any figures, it is not possi-

ble to say definitely, but the impression is 

that this event seems to grow a bit each year. 

Last year, as with many other events, Cars in 

the Park was spoiled by pretty awful weather.  

Rows of classic cars, no matter how good 

they may be, are not very attractive when 

viewed from the inside of a leaking gazebo. 

What a difference a year makes!  This year 

the weather was very good, and so the whole 

experience was so much better. 

There were probably about 500 cars present, 

of all types, shapes and sizes.  The MG mar-

que was, not surprisingly, very well repre-

sented.  In addition to the club stands from 

South Staffs, Stafford and South Derbyshire, 

there were numerous single entries, some of 

which were of a superb standard.   

If only I had an engine bay like this! 

 

Thanks to everyone who contributed an 

article to this newsletter.  Letôs have some 

more readersô letters, the more outrageous 

the better! - Ed. 

 


